
"This year’s harvest started at the 14th of September, while last year it had started 
earlier, at the 3th of September.  

The fall in production was of about 20% and it was due mainly to mildew attacks.  

We can distinguish three sub-regions: Monção e Melgaço (Alvarinho), Vale do Lima 
(Loureiro) and Baião/Vale do Douro (Avesso).  

The Alvarinho quality is at the level of the 2015 vintage, with good balance between 
alcohol and acidity. Loureiro is, in my opinion, the best of the century - very perfumed 
and austere, with balanced acidity and great structure. Avesso has good acidity levels, 
eventhough during August very high temperatures were reached in the Vale do Douro 
(Vinho Verde) - above 40ºc. Avesso wines are exceptionally well-balanced. I think that 
the fact that ir rained above average in May, June and July, has caused falls in production 
by the mildew attacks and hard flowering. However, the plants still had water in the soil, 
which allowed a slow but great maturation.   

Summing up, we had a fall in production favorable to the quality. The water in the soils 
was enough for a slow maturation and good balance between sugars and acids.  

During the maturation, it only rained in the beginning of September small quantities, 
which was favorable to the end of the maturation. The sanitary state of the grapes was 
excellent, since it did not rain during the harvest. Daily temperatures were of 25-28ºC 
and at night 12-15ºC, which are great weather conditions to obtain quality. We will have 
great Loureiro and Alvarinho, with well-balanced acidity, high varietal character, 
complexity and minerality.  

Note: The Minho Valley (Alvarinho) and the Lima Valley (Loureiro) had exceptional 
climate conditions, better than in the rest of the country. The Atlantic influence was 
moderate and the protection from the mountains favored the grape maturation. With no 
doubts, this was definitely a great year!" 
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